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 Greetings GLA Barbara Bush Parents/Guardians, 

 
     Thank you for the amazing work you are doing to help ensure your child’s 

educational success this year!  We really appreciate you and your support in 
making this school year spectacular. Your partnership with us continues to be 
paramount to your child’s academic progress and success.   Remember just send 
your students to the Zoom Class ready to learn each day and we will make sure 
they receive the quality instruction they need.     

Additionally, at a called meeting Thursday night, the GPISD Board of Trustees 
voted to request a waiver from the Texas Education Agency in regard to virtual 
learning. As a result, the Grand Prairie ISD announced a plan for a two-step 
return to face-to-face instruction.   

o Students in grades PK-2 and identified self-contained special 
education programming whose parents have chosen in-person 
instruction will return to their schools on September 14, 2020. 

o Students in grades 3-12 whose parents have chosen in-person 
instruction will return to their schools on September 21, 2020. 

For more information please click here: Two Step Return In-person 

GPISD Diagnostic/Screener Testing Window 

As you may know, teachers have started evaluating your children this week. 
Over the next month, teachers will continue delivering instruction, however 
they will also be scheduling some of the diagnostic tests during your child’s 
guided reading, guided math or guided writing times. These assessments are 
designed to give us baseline information on where your child is performing 
academically at this time on specific skills.   There are no grades attached to any 
of the diagnostic assessments and screeners.   

As they complete their beginning of the year diagnostic tests with your children, 
we need your help to ensure testing validity and accuracy.  Here’s how you can 
assist: 

1. Let your child respond to the teacher’s question without any assistance 
with responses or answers from you, even if you feel that your child 
should already know the answers.  It’s important that we get a true 
assessment of where your child is so that their individual needs can be 
addressed.  

2. Have your child report to their classroom at the assigned time to 
ensure that they can be screened and grouped in a timely manner. 

3. If your child is taking a computer-based assessment, please do not 
assist them. You can tell them to do their best and to select the best 

https://www.gpisd.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=43646&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=46616&PageID=1


511 E Springdale Lane        Grand Prairie, Texas 75052      Phone ~ 972-237-1628    Fax ~ 972-237-1059 

answer they know.  Again, these diagnostic assessments are not 
graded.   

Attendance and Grades 

Students must submit their schoolwork or homework assignments within 24 
hours of it being given out by the teacher.   Teachers are grading students’ work 
and posting it in the gradebook, weekly.  GPISD Attendance  GPISD Elementary 
Grading Policy.   If your child is not attending classes and submitting work, they 
are not passing currently at this time.  Check Skyward (Skyward) for your child’s 
current grades.   

Live Zoom Lessons 

Now that we are in full swing and moving into week 3 of virtual learning, we are 
excited that we have resolved most technical questions.  If you are having 
problems logging into one of the educational programs your child's teacher is 
using, please do the following. 

• Contact your child’s teacher during their planning period or during their 
parent/student teacher access time from 2:30-3:30pm each day.   

• Please understand that teachers would love to answer your questions 
about technology/app challenges, however they cannot lose meaningful 
instructional time getting one or two students logged into the right 
app.   

• As soon as they are free to assist the children not logged-in, they will 
ensure to get them caught up.  

• Please have your child follow along with the teacher, while the 
instruction is posted on the teacher's screen.  They can continue to 
learn at that time as well.  

Specials  

All students are expected to participate in specials (Music, Art, & PE) each 
week.  If they are not participating, again they cannot receive a participation 
grade.  Please check your child’s grades weekly, in Skyward to check on their 
progress. 

Just a few reminders, don’t forget that you can view the teachers lesson each 
day in their Google Classrooms.   

 

Dolphin Pride,  

 

Principal Mrs. Jammer, M. ED 
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